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DEAR $IR, 


W HEN I delivered the following Dit: 


courſe in your pulpit, I did not fore- 
ſce that the audience would require me to 
print it. At the requeſt of good people, I | 
have already printed more ſermons, and with- 
in a ſhorter time, than I intended, or deſired. 
The ſubje& of this preſent one bein g almoſt 
as wide as the world'of which it treats ; 1 
would have kept it awhile longer under my 
eye, for the chance of ſome farther improve- 
ments: but if your Congregation are diſpoſed 
to accept it in its preſent imperfect ſtate, I 


ought to ſubrait without ſcruple to their good 


A 2 intentions. 
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intentions. On one account, I am pleaſed 
with the accident: it gives me a fair oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing my regard and affection 
for you, who ſerve the Church at large, by 
dedicating your life, as Mr. Broughton, that 
eminent example of piety, did before you, to 
the bu/ineſs of Chriſtianity, as well as to 
the other common offices of devotion and 
charity. | 
In return for the honour your Cong 
_ gation have done to me, I can wiſh them 
nothing better, than that they may diſtinguiſh 
wiſely,” and receive faithfully, the bleſſing 
they may derive from your miniſtry. 
This Epiſtle i is the ſmalleſt teſtimony du 


to your merits, from, p i4 
0 # et 5 
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Reverend Sir 


Your affectionate in in Chriſt, 
And humble Servant, 1 6 
NAYLAND, l F £71 1 $0296 0 


Nov. 10, 1796, | 


WILLIAM JONES. 


1 Cor. vii. 31. 


$9 diſtinguiſh properly between the / uſe 
of this world, and the abuſe of it, is the 
part of every wiſe man; and happy will it be 


for him, if, when he knows this diſtinction, 


he makes it a rule of action: whieuloingy it 
will ſeldom fail to dire& him. How-common 
is it for men to render their lives inſignificant. - 
to others, and troubleſome to themſelves, for 
want of knowing, and obſerving this plain 
diſtinction! The life of man is, and will be, 
ſhort, whem we do our beſt; and it muſt 
be often diſturbed, by the ways of other peo- 
ple, over whom we have no power : but after 
all, moſt of the evils which man finds in this 

| A 3 a life, 


l 

life, are of his own making. Natural and ne- 
ceſſary evils may be great, but artificial evils 
are much greater: and ſo true is this, that 
if the caſe were properly related, with all cir- 
cumſtances, it would be generally found, that 
of thoſe unhappy wretches, who drive them- 
ſelves out of the world, the far greater num- 
ber are brought to ha extremity, by their 
| abuſe of it. They firſt ſpoil the world by 
their folly, then diſlike it, and at laſt leave it 
in deſpair. Great effects often follow from 
little cauſes; on which account, the nature 
of effects and cauſes in human life ſhould be 
minutely obſerved, that we may know hw 
to avoid the beginnings of danger; and'if we 
cannot be ſo great, or ſo happy, as we may 
be tempted to wiſh, we may at leaſt not 140 
the nuthors of our own miſery. © 

There are ſo many plain matters of fact to 
prove what I fay, that the ſubject before us 
may be ſeen, and underſtood, by every per- 
ſon that will caſt his eye upon it. It will be 
therefore profitable for us to ſurvey ſome of 
the chief of thoſe things, which this world pre- 
ſents to us; and having conſidered what their 
natural and proper uſe is, according to the 


intention of Providence; then to compare 
the 
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ſion of their time. When the ſun ariſes, the | 
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the conduct of men in reſpect to them, and 
note the effect that conduct muſt "neceſſarily | 
have upon themſelves. By this rule, we may 
examine ourſelves, and others; and having 
done ſo, we ſhall ſee better bet human 
life is, and be taught how to uſe it. 
The firſt thing which this world preſents 
to us, is Tune, Which God hath given to us 
all. To ſome he gives nobility ; to others 
wealth; to others quickneſs of parts; but he 
gives Tie to all. To have life is to have 
time, and time is given only for its uſe. It 
is divided into day and night: the day, beirig 
light,” is intended for work and labour: aide 
the night, being a time of darkneſs, is made | 
for reſt. All the uſeful creatures which God 
hath made, conform themſelves to this divi- 


cattle go out to paſture ; the birds of the air 

take wing in ſearch of food. Even the 

flowers of the field open their eyes, to take 

advantage of the light, that ſhines upon them, 

and is bringing them to perfection. All crea- 

tures are well, atid eaſy, when they follow this 

order of nature. The buſy man that riſes - 

early to work, 1s chearful in his mind; his 

Wd are living upon the fruits of his labour 
A4 and, 
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things, his days will: be prolonged. upon the 
earth. He. that uſes his time as he ought, 
will have moſt of it to uſe, | Ar W life is 
Fommonly a long life. 

But now, What is he that abuſes bs time? 
never happy; never truly at eaſe 3 but reſt- 
les, becauſe he is uſeleſs. If he be rich, and 
idle, he can afford to turn night into day. 
When the night comes, nature would ſhut 
his eyes; but folly keeps them open: and what 


is contrary to nature cannot be without injury 


to the health and ſpirits. He that is buſy in 
the night, muſt reſt in the day: if he be apoot 
man, his affairs go to ruin; if he be à rich 
man, his health and mind ſuffer. With ir- 
regularity he loſes his prudence, and with that 
he loſes his fortune: for woe be to the man, 


(who in a world of fo much danger, f is not 


9 careful to keep his head clear, andhis wits about 
him. If the watchful man ſcarcely eſcapes, 
vrhat muſt become of one who is ſtupid with 
ſloth, or giddy with pleaſure; and diffipation ? 
A 3 orderly life is generally prolonged; 
an irregular life is ſhortened ; and how often 
do we ſee, that he who lives in the world to 
no 0 PIO, is ſent out of it before his time! 


* . 


and, according, to the 1 courſe. my 
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uſe and abuſe. of Time; that we may go on 
to another article ; which ſhall be that of 
wealth... nw 
_ What we call wealth — no Ads . 
of its own; it is valued for the ſake of what 
it will procure and when it procures no- 
thing, it is worth nothing : but as its nature 
is, to anſiver all things; it gives us the com- 
mand of all things. And what a noble op- 


portunity is this! The rich man has the means 
of improving himſelf in wiſdom, and know- 


ledge; he can obtain all the information he 
deſires: he can buy light; light for his ofind 
to ſee by; while others of. leſs ability are 
obliged to ſit in their own darkneſs. This is 
one great purpoſe, for which wealth is be⸗ 
ſtowed; but it is not the only one: for wealth 

is given to /ome for the ſake of all. God is 
no reſpecter of perſons, but appoints ſome as 
his ſtewards and agents, for the benefit of 
others. On which conſideration, no man 
has a right to conſider himſelf as an abſolute 
proprietor, with power to diſpoſe of eyery 
thing he has, according to his own will. No: 
the Creator is the only proprietor, who is 2% 
ſeſſor of heaven and earth : and «when man 


98 | giveth 


1 0 
giveth tiny; he reſembler God, who fidech 
to all. Not he that reteives moſt is the 


We greateſt, but he that giver moſt, becauſe he 
is molt like to God; which conſideration, 


alone is fofficierit to plove, that it is more 


Bed t6 give than to rece eive. What a divine 


pleaſure is it, to ſee others relieved in theit 
wants, or gratified in their expectations, by 
any thing we have to beſtow, The mind 
that delights in this, can find no higher or 
purer pleaſure upon earth: and it is a pleaſure 
that does not end with this world, but reaches 
to a better; it lays up treaſure in heaven. 
Such is the uſe of wealth. But the abuſe of 
it does great miſchief: for as it furniſhes an 
opportunity of more wiſdom, when well ufed, 
its abuſe corrupts the heart, breeds -idlenefs, 
and nouriſhes folly. Inſtead of making othets 
happy, it makes the poſſeſſor himſelf miſera- 
ble: it puts him into a dangerous fituation, 
by multiplying his temptations, and his oppor- 


tunities of fin : fo that it might well be faid, 


how hardly ſhall they that have riches enter imb 


the kingdom of God! If he beſtows that upon 


himfelf in wantonneſs, which he ought to 
beſtow upon others; he becomes vain; ſelfiſh, 
and hard-hearted. - Inſtead of being loved, he 


. 18 
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is hated t for nothing is more odious than 


pride and ſelfiſnneſs: and how muſt that man 
feel in his' own” mind; who is ſenſible that 
nobody loves him? All his wealth will never 
make him amends, for ſuch a loſs. Wealth 


is therefore (as you will find all other things | 
to be) either good or bad, the means of hap- 


pineſs or — ee to the uſe that is 
made of ĩt. 

This Will appear inks when we N 
the uſe of meat and drink, for the ſupport of 
man's life. To the hungry man, what a 
comfort it is to eat; and to the thirſty and 
faint, how pleaſant it is to drink. Great 
reaſon, therefore, we have, eſpecially in this 
plentiful ſeaſon, to be thankful to the author 
of all good, when he gives us food ſufficient 


for us. But for what end is it given? To 


enable us to carry on the neceſſary buſineſs of 
life; and that our ſupport may be ſuch as our 


work requires. This is the uſe of food : man 


eats and drinks that he may work : therefore 
the idle man forfeits his right to his daily 
bread ; and the Apoſtle lays down a rule both 
juſt and natural; that oF * man will not 
work, neither JR he eat. | 
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But ao ſooner, de we fl into-abuſe\ and 
* than we are ſure to ſuffer for it, in 


mind and in body ; cither with. ſickneſs,” or 


ill-temper, or vicious inclinations; or with 
all of them at once. It is with men, as it is 
with cattle. If we feed a horſe properly, be 

is able to work : if he be over - fed, he is high- 
ſpirited and kicks; and perhaps may break 


his own neck, as well as that of his rider, 
Me may know how neceſſary moderate living 


is to the temper, if we obſerve how high 
living diſpoſes the mind to riot and miſchief, 


Beſides; it has an effect: directly contrary to 


its nature: for as man is enabled to Work, by 


eating what is ſufficient; he is hindered from 


working, and becomes heavy, idle, and ſtupid, 
if he takes too much. As to the bodily diſ- 
tempers, that are occaſioned by exceſs, there 
is no end of them. How. often do-the limbs 
of men become uſeleſs, which were given 
that they might uſe them in their neceſſary 


occupations? Gluttony breeds apoplexy; 


drunkenneſs ſometimes ends in a dropſy, or a 
fever, or even in fury aud madneſs. By 
ſeeking too much enjoyment, we. have no 


- enjoyment at all.  Ungovernable appetite 
leads to un n paſſions; to a clouded 


under- 
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underſtanding; to a miſerable life; and often 
to a ſpeedy death. When we uſe that gift 
of God to deſtroy us, which was intended to 
preſerve us, then we are fools indeed. h 

Conſider next, what is the uſe of our 
clothing? It was intended, as its name figni- 
fies, in the firſt language of mankind, to cover 
ſhame. Another uſe of it, eſpecially in ſuch 
a climate as ours, is to protect us from the 


coldneſs of the air, and the roughneſs of the 


weather. It ſerves likewiſe as a mark, to 
diſtinguiſh the different orders, and degrees, 
amongſt mankind. But ſoon enter vanity 
and faſhion, and turn it all into abſurdity. 
Faſhion is ſo variable, that the ſtudy of it 
abſolutely fills up the lives of ſome people; 
and helps to ſwallow up the fortunes of 
others. New faſhions are continually ariſing ; 
ſome of which are fooliſh and monſtrous, and 
make the wearers ridiculous ; others are fo 
unnatural and inconvenient, that they make 
them uneaſy : yet they muſt all be followed: 
To this fooliſh ſervitude, the world has given 
its ſanction; and it is fubmitted to. So much 
thought is taken for the body, what it [hall 
put on, that if we were to read the hiſtory of 
_— people's OP we ſhould hear of nothing 
but 


14 3 
but of what they put on, and what. they. put 
off. The mind is little thought of: the put- 
ting off the old man, and the putting on-of 
the neu man, are ſubjects little ſtudied, and 
little underſtood ; though upon this alone 


depends our admiſſion into the ,preſence of 


God, and the faſhion in which we mul 
appear to all eternity. 


We have another matter t to 1 which 


would require many words, if it were pro- 
perly treated, and according to its. impor- 


tance: I mean, that ſociety which God hath 


ordained of man and woman, for their mutual 
help and comfort in life. If this be accord - 


ing to the laws of God, it leads to happineſs: 


if according to the laws of ſin, it leads to 
miſery and death. The eſtate of matrimony 
is wile, and holy, and honourable ; and if it 
proves to be, what God deſigned it always 
ſhould be, it is the, moſt happy in the world, 
It was the ſtate of man, in the time of his 
annocency : and even now innocency, is gone, 
it is a relief under all the cares o of life: poverty 
and labour are more tolerable; ficknels 1: 15 
afflicting; diſappointments are di lin 

bleſſings are increaſed, All this, 3 , or — 
be, true; and the profane jeſts of the. liber- 
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tine ſignify. nothing. We argue with God 
on our ſide, and are in no fear of being miſ- 
taken, It is certain, that from a common 
relation to a family of children, a friendſhip 


ariſes out of matrimony, ſuch as the world 


can never produce, from any other relation in 
life: and, as friendſhip is one of the firſt of 
bleſſings, ſo far as paradiſe can be recovered 
by us, in this ſtate of mortality, it muſt be 
found here, or nowhere. 

But, who can deſcribe the miſeries which 
ariſe from all abuſes of the relation between 
the ſexes? True and lawful ſociety renders 
life innocent and happy: falſe ſociety never 
fails to end in wretchedneſs, and corruption of 
every kind. For the man, if a libertine, has 
no real friend; ſuch as he ought to have: he 
can neyer expect to find it in any partner of 
bis iniquity. The woman has no protector, 
on whom ſhe can depend ; but is left to ſcorn, 
to beggary, to infamy, and wretchedneſs. 
How much there is of this wretchedneſs in 
the world, they only can tell, who are ac- 
quainted with the crooked paths of life; of 
which, honeſt men know. but little. How- | 
ever, a great deal of it muſt be known to all 
mankind, - In every place we need not go far 

le bt for 
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| Kor fore ſhameful and wretched exarnples of 


vice and ruin: out of which, the hand of 
God may be able to ſave; but the hand of 
man cannot; becauſe it is not in man's power 
to change a loſt character. How can I fay 
more in few words on the ſubje& than this? 
that as marmor; is the inſtitution of God, 
for man's good (perhaps for the ſalvation of 
his ſoul), ſo whoredom is the inſtitution of 
the devil; for man's deſtruction in this world, 
and perhaps for his damnation in the next. 
How careful then ought we to be, to do all 
we can, by vigilance, by example; by diſci- 


pline and correction, to fave from ruin thoſe | 


who are going headlong to perdition; blinded 
by their paſſions, and corrupted by the licen- 
tiouſneſs of the times, or the bad examples of 
the place wherein they live, They ſee not 
che gulph of miſery into which they are haſt- 
ening: they loſe themſelves; they loſe the 
world; and they loſe (which is the greateſt 
of all calamities) the grace of God, and bis 
favour ; which is worfe than the loſs of life: 
and all this, by not following the command. 
ment of God for dhe right uſe of the world, 
They that follow other commandmentz of 
wil own luſts, may ſeem to be eafy and 


happy 
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happy undder them, for a time.4/but-that is no 
more than a bait; Which the devil offers, 
when he means to have a loſt foul in return. 
have their uſe and their abuſe, How excels 
lent is the uſe of ſpeech, hen applied to the 

inſtruction, admonition, or _— of 
others! It is to the mind, what light, and 
enlighten the ignorant; feed the hungry: 
heal the ſick. In theſe caſes, the ſpeech of 4 
man is like the voice of an angel from heaven. 
But, how ſhamefully is it miſapplied; for cor- 
rupting the manners; for railing, for curſing, 
for blaſpheming, and ſetting the world on 
fire, What ſhould the idle, the ignorant, or 
the vicious man ſpeak, Ehen he has nothing 
good to ſpeak upon? his talk degenerates 
into empty jeſting, to provoke laughter; and 
to make thoſe merry, whom he is not able to 
make wiſe, Though, in ſuch a caſe, it be 
the ſpeech of a man; it is but little better 
than the noiſe of a beaſt. When a beaſt 
uttereth its voice, the ſubject is that only, 
which it knoweth naturally: and the ſubjeQs, 
on which the natural man ſpeaketh, are 
nearly the ſame; and then his ſpeech' is but = 
B little 
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nor blaſpheme their maker. 
' of Muſic, nearly ieee eee, is * 
faculty which man hath : and how noble is 
Ap wh in qelevrites. kme Woll anch Hes es 
God, or fecommends leſſons of wiſdom to 
man; hich was the uſe of it, in very ancietit 
times. It calms the paſſions ; inſpires devo- 
tion; and raiſes the find above itſelf ; 8 if 
it were carried upon wings of air toward the 
heaven above. It has therefore always been 
uſed in religious worſhip, by Chriſtians, Jews, 
and Heathens. But how little and low is it, 
wheii applied in a light inſipid form, to ener- 
vate the mind: or in ſongs of drunkards and 
debauchees, to inſpire corruption of manners: 
. the n We the on 
ſions. 1 F „ine oe . U. 
© Füge on dare hs Ahe to many 
other particulars; but we have ſeen enough 
to Convince us. Let us now. aſk ; who gave 
us all things, but God? for which his name 
is ever to be praiſed: and he that gave them, 
has taught tlie uſe of them. When wo fol- 
tow his:rules, we are like to do well, and are 
aber . he 1 is then to u, 
ol zel what 
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it is worſe; for beaſts can neither eurle wy 
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what, it might, be, to, 6; for godlinefe! : 
the promiſe of; is life, MA he 
10 e . more, &y RY; 's at 
glory aboys tharyg peae and portant bp, 
Who is it chat leads ws, inte Fog 405 5 a0 
things; but the derils whoſe. pride and malice 
have, ng delight, but in ſpoiling, perverting, 
and defacing, the works and the gifts of God? 
If man obſeryes the laws.. of God, they give 
to him, and to the; world, an alhance with 
heaven: but the laws of e devil infuſe.the 
poiſon of bell, into. all che . comforts. upon 
earth; and ereate torments. in, the preſeur 
time, which are e e 0 thoſe of aur 
nit . 741777 4 01 9 4601 
| os I were to meet with two. men, one of 
whom uſes the world, While the other abuſes 
it; and both theſe, characters were complete 
in their, kind; I would, ſhew them to von,; 
but if we cannot find them, let us form them, 
Before they are known, we may athrm of 
them in general, that the one is a, wiſe man, 
and the other a fool... The wiſe follows the 
order which God hath appointed i in the uſe of 
his time: he works With the light, be reſts 


with the e darkneks ; his time. is therefere of ; its 
e Male; "and 3 of it 1 


t 

# "abit" of adtivity ind Abafoltelt' th ks 
mind. His ode when it has fiipphied hk 
wh waiits, ſupplies the wants of others; and 
brings wn, upon His head, the bleffings of 
the widow and the fatherlefs. He c/orher not 
himſelf for vanity and thew, but for decency 
and convehiece: he can therefore afford to 
put clöthes upon the naked.” He eat? and 
alt for Health and refreſhment; and his 
wits are always with him. As he fecdb not 
to exceſs, he can ſpare ſomething to feed the 
Hungry. If he be the father of à fathily; he 
is their friend and protector: he looks upon 
them with kindneſs and affection; and they 
look up to him with gratitude and delight, 
His ſperch is with grace; and his Words are 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs: theigns- 
rant derive light from it, arid tlie afflicted 
help aud comfort. Fhymtis and pſalins givb 
valmneſß and fweetnefs to his mind; 10 
When God it exalted; he is lifted toward Hea- 
ven; Which place he will reach at 143 fot 
His charities and his affections went thither 
Vefote in. ” OR 
Such may be, and ſuch, by the bleſſing of 
God, Hath been the life and the end 6f many 
e wing but what is the other F what's 
a Geli > SL the 
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time would be worth nothing. His 


for an unnatural world can never prove to be 


(a ] 
the fervarit of ſin? Is begins wits folly, 
and ends with miſery. His time has neither 
order nor value: a thouſand years of ſuch 
object is 
pleaſure; but he is always out of the road: 


a pleaſant world. His wealth is devoured by 
himſelf; or loſt and ſquandered away upon 
hawks and harpies; who would tear the fleſh 
off his bones, and never thank him, for any 
thing they get by him. By eating, d drink 
ing to exceſs, his underſtanding is darkened; 
bis body is diſtempered; and his life is cut 
ſhort. The ill company he keeps at home, 
by their faithleſſneſs and ingratitude, difap- 
point him, ' diſtreſs him, and ruin him: and, 
in the end, he treats them, and they treat 
him, with mutual curſes and aecuſations. As 
to his converſation, the beſt of it is ſeaſoned 
with fooliſh jeſting, and the worſt of it is 
poiſoned with blaſphemy. His muſic is the 
noiſe of intoxication; it gives glory to vice 
and folly; and his mirth is the crackling of 
thorns under a pot, which conſume them- 
ſelves, with their own blaze. When he has 
done what miſehief he can to himſelf and 
others, he comes to his laſt hour; but there 
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is a qdtafort. to be found ! a dreadful gulph 
is before him; God hath not been in all his 


thaughts; the world which he abuſed, 1s going wh 
from him; and a worſe is coming; toward loc 
which, every ſtep of his life was, leading, him; the 
n law not the end. 107 uu ure ir the 
The two men I have now. been. deferibin g alc 
appear like the inhabitants of two different rat 


* They certainly belong. to t two claſſes dat 
of beings 3 the firſt to the children. of light; 
the: other to the poor diſappointed children of 
this world, who /ove; darkneſs rather than light, 
Methinks I hear ſome of you cry out; ule 
What would give to be like the firſt of ſec 
theſe. men? And hath not God called you 0 
for this very end, and taught you how to be 


like him; and promiſed to aſſiſt you, in the 
efideavour: to make yourſelf like him? If you WI 
dread the other character, hath not God cal 
taught you how to avoid it? Has he not fore- bu 
warned you of the geceitfulne/+ of fin 5. what a the 
cheat it is; and how it betrays into certain ret 
miſery ? Conquered you may be; but you pet 
never can be taken by ſurpriſe, "when you he 
have had ſo many warnings. alv 
Vaou may now ſee by example, dar Ge 


ier, of moſt evils: far the greater part 
z are 
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de nrafjobed by thecabiſe of uhis did; 
and they are in moſt danger of abuſing it, 


who have moſt of it in their poſſeſſion. Men 
look up to them with admiration for what 
they have got, and praiſe the happineſs of 
their ſituation; but, unleſs they have wiſdom 
along with their riches, they are to be pitied, 
rather than envied, for their temptations and 
dangers. The poor man has not ſo much to 
fear, yet ge can find ways of abuſiug the 
world to his own ruin: fo that all men, rich 
and poor, ſhould learn in time, vchat it is to 
ule it wiſely: if they do not, they ſee the con- 
ſequence; the whole ſubject has Bun e 
to matter of fact. 

And now, — 60 behold, without Ms 
of heart, what man ig, when it is conſidered. 
what he might be ! But how dreadful does the 
caſe become, when it is added, that man has 
but one life to live in this world; if he throws 
that away, there is no ſecond trial: he never 
returns to correct his. miſtake; he is never 
permitted to try the world over again; and if 
he were to try it a thouſand times, he would 
always miſcarry, if he is not with God, and 
God is not with him, ns | 
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5 erhrice happy, then, is he, ho looking 
up to God, and following his rules, and de. 
pending upon his protection, is in the wigh 1 
of deliverance : who, looking upon 
world as a wide ocean, ſees others toſſed ma 
the ſtorm, while his own feet are upon fin 
| Lind; who, having ſed this world ac 
ing to the ſenſe of the Apoſtle in the text ; 
ſhall be admitted tothe uſe of a, better, 1 
| there ſhall be neither abuſes nor offences, bull 
righteouſneſs and peace without end, 1 f 
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